
WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE BUSINESS RISK

Barriers and Bollards

Putting up barriers to protect your business

Locked and loaded
Removable bollards can be removed as 
required, and are best used where vehicles 
need to pass in and out of roller doors, or 
along restricted driveways. They should sit in 
a sleeve that is concreted into the ground and 
locked in place with a closed shackle padlock. 
They offer some protection, but aren’t as 
secure as fixed bollards.

Beam me up!
Where bollards aren’t practical, for example 
on a public council-owned pavement, you 
should think about other protection such as 
removable beams across the entranceway or 
shopfront. These offer decent protection, and 
lock into brackets secured to the wall  
with masonry anchors. 

With ram raids and shopfront attacks increasing, now is the 
time to think about protecting your business. As well as the 
trauma of such an event, it can interrupt businesses for days 
while repairs and clean ups are carried out. 

The good news is, with a bit of preparation and some strong 
protection, you can make it difficult for unwanted intruders  
to cause havoc. Here’s a quick overview of what to consider  
to keep them out, and keep you and your employees safe.

Boost your security with bollards 
These are a great idea to help deter ram 
raids. However, having the right type, size, and 
installation is critical as to how well they protect 
you in an attempted raid. The best bollards are 
sunk and concreted into the ground and should 
be at least 115mm in diameter and filled with 
concrete. Keep in mind that ram raids don’t 
always happen through the front window, so 
make sure side walls and weaker entry points  
are protected too. Keep in mind that heavy, 
wheeled skip bins can be used to break  
through doors and walls as well.

Fixed Removable



Disclaimer – The information presented is of a general nature only and is provided only to help you understand some of the physical risks a business  
may have and what an insurer might expect you do to manage those risks. It is not intended for any other purpose. You should always seek appropriate 
professional advice about how you manage the particular risks in your business. No representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to 
the accuracy or completeness of the information and no responsibility is accepted for any loss, penalty or damages (including special or consequential 
damages) arising out of the use of all or part of the information. The information presented does not replace the need for appropriate professional advice. 
Reliance on this communication will not affect or influence policy response.

Visit vero.co.nz/risk-profiler to check out our other risk guides  
for more tips and in-depth information about managing risk.
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Plant some obstacles 
If you have the space and regulations allow,  
think about heavy planters or even secured  
street furniture which can act as a deterrent  
for an attempted ram raid. 

Step up your security
There’s no such thing as having too much 
protection! Bollards protect against ram raids, 
to guard against other types of break-ins you 
should layer up and consider anti-jemmy devices 
on the doors, fixed or removable security bars 
and grilles, expanding trellis, roller grilles, security 
laminate on the glass or a combination of all 
of these. And don’t forget a monitored intruder 
alarm and good quality CCTV – maybe even  
fog devices. These are all worth the investment.

Talk to a specialist
Consult a security professional for solutions to 
meet your specific needs. They can carry out an 
onsite visit and advise on ways to protect your 
business and building.


